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usage by that very aggression to prevent which monarchical France, in the common interest of Europe, had risked war with the Austrian Empire. Chauvelin had come to England as representative of the King of France. Strictly, therefore, his mission had ended when Louis XVI. ceased to govern; after that Grenville and Pitt addressed their protests against the French Government not to the French Ambassador in London, but to the Paris Foreign Office.
The practical dethronement of Louis XVI. in 1792 left France without the Government which had accredited Chauvelin to England. The king's execution, 3ist January 1792, removed from the French capital even the shadow of responsible administration. Brissot's report to the Convention, on 3rd February, formally opened the state of war between Great Britain and France. Here we are only concerned with the diplomatic pleas and preliminaries of the rupture. These have already been given in sufficient detail.
Passing to the more general treaty violations that necessarily closed diplomatic relations between England and France, there must be noticed the contemptuous cancelling by the French Republic of the essential terms on which, in 1647, the Peace of Westphalia had concluded the Thirty Years' War. This treaty had guaranteed security and independence to the entire population of Alsace. The French Convention violently robbed the Alsatian nobles and clergy of their estates. The responsibilities and honour of England were more closely touched by the victorious advance of the French armies to the banks of the Scheldt, immediately following as it did the
French violation of the neutrality of that stream.
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